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13. Circus cINERACEUS (Mont.). (Montague's Harrier.) 
14. Circus ærucinosus (Linn.) (Marsh Harrier.) 
15. SvnNiUM ALUCO (Linn.) (Tawny Owl.) 


16. Bracuyorus PALUsTRIS (Bp.). (Common Short-eared 


Owl.) 


[In enumerating the authorities on the birds of Syria and 
Palestine, in reference to Mr. Tristram’s article on the ** Orni- 
thology of Southern Palestine," in No. 1 of * The Ibis’ (vide 
antea, p. 38), we omitted to mention the name of the Marchese 
Orazio Antinori, who has made some interesting discoveries in 
the ornithology of those countries—Cypselus galileensis and 
Picus cruentalus, described in * Naumannia’ (v. p. 307, and vi. 
p. 411). Mr. Gurney’s present contribution towards our know- 
ledge of the birds of this country gives us an opportunity of 
supplying this omission.—Ep. | 


XXXVIII.— Descriptions of Six New Species of Birds. 
By Danie G. Exxior, of New York. 


(Plate XIII.) 


1. THALASSIDROMA GRACILIS, Elliot, sp. nov. 

Nigro-fuliginosa, fascia alari pallidiore; uropygio abdomineque 
medio albis; rectricibus nigerrimis ;. cauda emarginata : 
rostro et tarsis gracillimis nigris. 

Sp. Ch. Plumage sooty black. Quill feathers brown. Se- 
condary coverts margined with light brown. Rump, upper 
tail-coverts, and middle of abdomen white. Tail black, the two 
outer feathers with a white mark on the lower half of the inner 
web, growing narrower as it ascends ; lower half of the shafts 
white, the rest black. Under tail-coverts white, margined with 
black. Breast sooty. Bill black. Tarsi and feet very long 
and slender, black. Length 5:90; wing 5:22; tail 2°40; bill 
0:40; tarsus 1:20. 

Hab. West Coast of America. 

Remarks. This species is very abundant on the coast of Chili, 
only coming to the mainland in the breeding-season. During that 
period, for a great part of the day and night they retire to the 
clefts of the rocks, taking flight only in the early morning. The 
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female lays two eggs, pure white, of an oblong form, and she 
sits upon them alternately with the male. The young, when 
they are hatched, are covered with a sooty-coloured down, which 
in a few days changes to the plumage of the adult. There is no 
difference between the sexes in the colour of their plumage. It 
is not unusual to meet these birds in flocks of from ten to fifteen 
individuals, scattered over a small space at the distance of from 
thirty to forty miles from the shore. When flying, it frequently 
drops its feet upon the water, giving to it the appearance of 
walking. Its food consists principally of the small Mollusca 
which float upon the surface. Its note is shrill, and is always 
heard in the morning and evening when it is about to take 
wing. When it wishes to rise from the ground, it is obliged 
to run for a short distance with extended wings. It sits upon 
the water only when it has found some food too heavy for it to 
raise, when it settles beside it. The specimen described was 
taken in the month of May, and is a male. 

I have given it the name of “gracilis,” on account of its 
being the most slender in form of all the species yet known. 
The general plumage is browner and more lustrous than in 7. 
wilsoni, to which it is most nearly allied ; and the middle of the 
abdomen is white, whereas in 7. wilsoni the entire under surface 
is sooty brown. The nostril is high and very open; in the 
latter species it is rather depressed and closed. The tail is less 
emarginated in this species; and the bases of the two external 
rectrices only are white, while in T. wilsoni they are all white at 
the base. The bill, tarsi, and feet are much more slender in the 
present species. 


2. Sycosrus CASSINI, D. G. Elliot. 

Capite supra et vitta latissima in pectore intense coccineis: 
mento, jugulo, alis, cauda et corpore toto nigris: rostro 
nigro; pedibus brunneis. 

Jet-black ; upper part and side of head, nape of neck, throat 
and breast deep crimson; bill black; legs and feet brown. 
Length 5:3; wing 9:58; tail 2°45; bill -8; tarsus ‘8. 

This species comes from the forests of Gabon; and I take 
great pleasure in naming it after our distinguished ornithologist 
Mr. John Cassin of Philadelphia, so well known for his various 
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and able publications in this branch of science. All that is 
known of this bird is that, like the other species of the genus, it 
frequents the edges of the forests in small flocks, feeding chiefly 
upon seeds. Its nest is suspended from the branch of a lofty 
tree, is roughly made, and is entered by an opening in the side. 
The species does not appear to be migratory. The specimen 
from which the description was taken was received by M. 
Verreaux from Gabon, in May 1859. 


9. SYCOBIUS NUCHALIS, D. G. Elliot. 


Niger, occipite et nucha coccineis: rostro et pedibus nigro- 
plumbeis. 


Jet-black; occiput and nape of neck bright crimson; bill 
and tarsus bluish-black. Length 6:3; wing 3:9; tail 2°88; 
tarsus 1:0; bill along gape 1:0. 

All that I have said regarding the S. cassini will equally apply 
to the present species, with the exception that I am ignorant of 
the sex of the specimen, but should. judge it to be a female, as 
the male in all probability would have red, either upon the throat 
or breast. It would seem also to be one of the largest and 
strongest of all the species described. It was received from the 
same locality as S. cassint by M. Verreaux. 


4. MYIAGRA RUFIVENTRIS, D. G. Elliot *. 


Capite colloque intense viridi-plumbeis ; corpore supra palli- 
diore: pectore cinnamomeo-rufo ; abdomine tectricibusque 
caudæ inferioribus pallidioribus: alis caudaque fuscis ; 
rostro et pedibus plumbeis. 


Head, throat, nape of neck, and upper part of breast deep 
lead-colour, with greenish reflexions; back hghter; lower part 
of breast chestnut, growing lighter towards the abdomen; 
upper side of wings and tail dark brown, beneath light ash. 
First quill equal to sixth. Feet and bill lead-colour; under 
wing-coverts slate-coloured, bordered with white. Length 7:52; 
wing 2:8; tail 27; tarsus 1:82; middle toe 0°35, its claw 
0:08. 

Hab. Samoan or Navigators’ Islands. 

This specimen was received by M. Verreaux in 1858, from the 


_* This bird should be compared with Platyrhynchus albiventris, Peale, 
united by Mr. Cassin to Myiagra rubecula (Lath.) of Australia. See U.S. 
Expl. Exp. “Birds, p. 149.—Ep. 
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above islands. It is nearest allied to the Myiagra plumbea of 
Gould’s B. of Austr. ii. pl. 89, but is distinguished by its deeper 
colour, chiefly on the head and throat, and by having the lower 
surface chestnut instead of white. 


5. Meeasyas sicotor, D. G. Elliot. 


Niger, nitore nonnullo æneo; uropygii plumis laxis et corpore 
toto subtus albis: rostro nigro: tarsis et pedibus rubris. 


Sp. Ch. Head, back, wings and their under coverts, and tail 
black, with greenish reflexions; rump and entire under parts 
pure white; bill black; tarsi and feet reddish. Of the same 
size as female. | 

Remarks. My attention was drawn to this species by M. 
Jules Verreaux, who has described the female under the name of 
Megabyas flammulatus (Revue Zool. 1855, p. 348). This is the 
first time, to my knowledge, that the male has been received ; and 
I propose to give to the species the name of Megabyas bicolor, on 
account of the great difference, in the plumage, between the sexes. 

This specimen also was received from Gabon by M. Verreaux. 


6. PraATYPSARIS AFFINIS*, D. G. Elliot. (Plate XIII.) 

Supra cinereo-plumbea : semicristata: dorsi et scapularium 
macula basal albis: subtus cinereo-albescens, collo antico 
roseo; mento paulum albescente; juguli parte laterali 
cinerea: remige secundo brevi, nigricante, margine externo 
et parte interna et macula parva ad ipsam basin albis: 
rostro et pedibus nigris: cauda emarginata. Long. tota 
6:0; ale 3:45 ; caude 2:9. 

Hab. in Mexico. 

This species of Platypsaris, to which I have given the name 
of affinis, is closely allied to Platypsaris aglaie (La Fresnaye), 
from which, however, it can easily be distinguished by its much 
smaller bill, and the general lighter colour of its plumage, as 
well as the distinct black head, whereas there is little or no 
difference in the adult male of P. aglaie, between the colour 
of the head and back. 

The rose-colour of the throat is brighter in P. affinis, and 

* A series of skins from Vera Cruz recently examined all belonged to 
this bird. On the other hand, a specimen from Oaxaca seems to be what 


Mr. Elliot considers as true P. aglaie. I am not yet convinced of their 
specific distinetness.—(P. L. S.) | 
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does not extend so far down upon the breast. The under wing- 
coverts are rufous brown, whereas those of P. aglaiæ are black 
and white. 

The black of the head and neck is separated from the 
plumbeous of the back by a narrow line of ash-colour; and the 
ears are tinged with purple. Beneath, this species is much 
lighter than P. aglaie, being ashy white. 

The tail is brown, edged with ash—but emarginate, whilst that 
of P. aglaie 1s round. 

The specimen from which the description is taken is an adult 
male, received by M. Verreaux from Mexico, in 1858. The 
female has not yet, to my knowledge, been met with. I give 
below a measurement of the two species. 


P. aglaie. P. affinis. 
Benet s 9. 2 s 2:00 Length we fe 6:00 
Wing . . . . . 860 Wing . . 9 = 29:49 
jn. RN ro) "va S o 19:90 
Tarsus . . . . .1:00 Warsus . . 2 & = '82 
Middle toe. . . . ‘60 Middle toe . . . . ‘55 
Bill above . . .°. ‘68  Bilabove . . . . 50 


» along gape . . ‘95 » “along gape . . ‘65 
Width of bill at nostrils ‘40 Width of bill at nostrils ‘30 


XXXIX.— On the Habits of the Black-winged Stilt, as observed 


on its occurrence in Sussex. By A. E. Knox. 


On the 17th of May last, a specimen of the Black-winged Stilt 
(Himantopus melanopterus) was killed on the banks of a small 
pond about a mile from this place, in a partially enclosed district 
surrounded by unreclaimed moorland, near the junction of Mid- 
hurst and Bepton commons. 

This is the first time that the Stilt has ever been obtained or 
seen in the county of Sussex; and it would appear to be nearly 
equally scarce in all parts of the British Islands. 

Opportunities for observing the habits and manners of these 
rare and accidental visitors so seldom occur, that I shall make 
no apology for the length of this communication. Apart, how- 
ever, from the rarity of the species, there are circumstances 


